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Frank M. Staley, Jr.
(1930 - 2020)

Frank M. Staley Jr. surrounded by 60 years of medals, and
earned in service to the wmam.ﬁﬁgﬂmmmmm

Frank Staley was the first black Eagle Scout in Chehaw Council. He earned that rank on
April 30™, 1945 in Troop 200, Americus. He remained active in scouting his entire life.
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NSPIRED BY HIS FATHER
| who recognized the

value of scouting in a [

boy’s life, Frank M. Staley Jr.
joined Cub Scout Pack 47 at
Asbury Methodist Church in
Savannah, Ga. when he was
9 years old.

That step gave him his first expe-
rience in dedication and commit-
ment which became trademarks in
his life. He characteristically gave
scouting the best that was in him.

“From the first, they made sure
that we ghc}' our bestin?:;c:t jgﬂt in
~ gcouting but in eve ing,” Staley
said. “They vmxﬁdnr%tsatﬂe for less

and wouldn’t let you settle for Yess .

than your best. Most of those boys
that started out with me went on to
make something of themselves.”
With the experience he gained in
the Cub Scout pack, Staley moved
on to the Boy Scout Troop 47 where

he started earning the badges that |

would eventually bring him scout-
ing’s highest award.

Along with the original scouting
handbook issued to him, Staley still
has the sash with the 15 patches

that earned him thé award of Three

Palms and the sash 21 patches
placed him among scouting’s elite,
the status of Eagle Scout.

“I earned Eagle Scout when I was
15 years old,” Staley said. “I was in
Troop 200 in Americus, Ga., as the
time. We didn't have to do special

rojects then to earn Eagle. We just
Ead to earn the badges. I also earned
the God and Country Medal.”

When Staley entered South Car-
olina State College as an undergrad-
uate in 1948, he offered his services,
experience and commitment to
Scout Master Earl Middleton of
Trinity United Methodist Church
Troop 190.

Upon graduation from SCSC,
Staley went to work in Fort Valley,
Ga., where he became scout master
for Troop 60 where he earned his
first Scouter’s Key. He was the sec-
ond black scout master in the Sa-
vannah Coastal Empire Council to
earn the Silver Beaver award.

In 1958, after returning to Or-
angeburg, Staley became scout mas-
ter for Trinity United Methodist
Church Troop 190, where he earned
his second Scouter’s Key and served
in that capacity for more than 15
years.

“That’s why I still have an hon-
orary parking space at Trinity,” Sta-
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ley laughed.

Staley served Troop 190 through
many historical changes for scout-
ing.
“Before integration, the black
scouts went to Camp Brownlee,”
Staley said. “Troop 190 was the first
black troop to go to Camp Barstow.
We went there in 1968.”

When counting his accomplish-
ments, Staley is most proud that the
first black honor camper at Camp
Barstow was Horace Felder, an
Eagle Scout from his beloved Troop
190. .

“And Troop 190 won the marks-
manship trophy three years in a
row,” Staley said.

Along with his dedication as a
math teacher at SCSC, Staley con-
tinued his commitment to scouting,
continuing to earn honors, continu-
ally a role model for the boys under
his guidance.

From 1971 through 1974 he was
a member of the Central South Car-
olina Executive Board, now the Indi-
an Waters Council. He was the chap-
ter adviser for the Order of the
Arrow. He earned his first level of
the Order of the Arrow for ordeal in
1971, his second for brotherhood in
1974 and his third for vigil in 1984.

“When you earn all the levels for
the Order of the Arrow, they give
you an Indian name,” Staley said.
“My Indian name was Pesoop. That
means he who waits. I guess that
was appropriate. I had waited.”

Among his awards for scouting,
Staley also earned the Wood Badge
for an outdoor training course for
adults. In 1980 he was the recipient
of the District Award of Merit. And
he was affiliated with the National
Jamboree for several years.

“I drove truck to carry equipment
to the jamboree several times,” he
said. “It was a good time. Those
were some good days.”

Quick to praise those who in-

Please see Profile, 2B
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| among younger adults

" woods is no fun for me anymore. 1
~ wish more young adults would

. the experiences that we gave
. them when they were boys.” ;

Staley is also quick teo
credit to what he calls his
bone,” his wife, Valeria, wi
whom he said he could not
accomplished the many achiey
ments 1n his life. s

“She was always there to help
me,” he said. “I could always de-
pe.nd on her. I knew that whatev-
er I wanted to accomplish, she|
would do whatever she saw tha
needed to be dlone to get me
where I wantedto go

One of Staley’s fears is that|

scouting is waning in popularity

“We need more vnlunteer
workers,“ he said. “I'm getting up
there in age and sleeping in the

takeanmterestmglmgtheboﬁ

But faithful to the end, Staley .
has even given scouting a place in

' his final wishes.

“T've told my wife, when I pass, E
I want the Army to blow the bugle |
over me,” he said. “But I want my |
scouts to be my pallbearers. I

i can't t.hmk of a more honorable

way to go.”

 training for them.”

:E;dhlm , Staley said Mrs. Ger-
e Zimmerman was his guid-

ing light.
‘%ﬁ. Z was the Girl Scout
leader,” he said. “And when she

told me to do something, I did it
without question because I knew
she knew what she was talking
about. To this day, I'm the same
way with her.”

Staley calls himself a 60-year
veteran of ing. From the
time that he joined the cub scouts
m 1939, scouting has been one of

mnnimmmhnhfem

“Of all the cadets in military
academien, 75 percer

were Eagle Scouts. W I was
 Scout Mastef of Troop :

15 boys earn Eagle Scout and

quired every one of them to ea.rn
the God and Country Medal
which meant«that their pastor
had to write a letter of recommen-
dation for them. That was good

- wm

(“Forever a Boy Scout” by Thomas Brown, The Times and Democrat, 1999. Used by permission.)
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OBITUARY FOR FRANK MARCELLUS STALEY, JR.

Mr. Frank Marcellus Staley, Jr., 90, 1756 Belleville Road, died at his residence on the evening of December 25,
2020.

Frank M. Staley, Jr., the second child of F. Marcellus and Sarah R. Staley. He attended the public schools of
Savannah, Georgia, Greensboro, North Carolina and Americus, Georgia, graduating from A. S. Staley High
School in Americus. He furthered his education in Mathematics, commencing at Morehouse College before
graduating from South Carolina State College in the class of 1951. He furthered his education, earning a
Master’s Degree from Columbia University, going on to post graduate studies at Penn State, Rutgers, the
University of Oklahoma and the University of South Carolina. His career as an educator included jobs at Ft.
Valley State, Virginia State and his beloved South Carolina State University. While at Ft. Valley he was
credited with founding their Army ROTC program.

He worked in Mathematics and Military Science at SCSU for more than 30 years. In addition to his duties in the
classroom, he is fondly remembered for his joy in assisting students in overall achieving their very best in life
and his ever present bag of peppermints. He served as an advisor for several student organizations and
activities.

“Poppa Staley”, as he was often known, had numerous local, state and national organizational affiliations.
Among them:

~The boy Scouts of America: Scout Master, Eagle Scout, Silver Beaver and the order of the Arrow (Vigil
Honor)

~Active member of New Mt. Zion Baptist Church

~71 year member, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., initially inducted in 1949 via Xi Psi Chapter, SCSU
~Founding member, SC State’s original athletic support/bus crew: the Bulldog Swingers

~Edisto Lodge 39, Prince Hall Affiliation and Jeddah Temple 160

~Orangeburg Touchdown Club

~2012 Orangeburg Area Citizen of the Year, Kiwanis Club of Orangeburg

~LTC (Retired) U. S. Army, Korean War Veteran, Air War College, National War College, Command and
General Staff School

~Life Member, Veteran of Foreign Wars

~Life member, The American Legion

~Orangeburg County Department of Social Services

~Orangeburg County American Red Cross

~Orangeburg County Mental Retardation Board

~Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame

~SCSU Athletic Hall of Fame

~SCSU Officials Basketball Hall of Fame

~SCSU ROTC Hall of Fame

~Member, SC State University National Alumni Association

~Official/Referee: Orangeburg Recreation Department, SC High School Association, The SIAC, SEC, and the
ACC

Pop Frank was preceded in death by his parents and one sister: Ms. Blanche E. Staley. Special warm memories
of his life of love, service and care will be cherished by his daughter, Elisa C. Staley; son, Frank H. Staley;
sisters-in-law: Dorothy Howard and Josephine C. Howard; daughters/nieces: Bertie R. Howard, Michelle
Howard-Harrell and Lynne Howard-Brown; cousins: Yvonne Holt, Judy Jordan Brown, the Ryan Jordan, Holts
and Dixsons, the Williams, Waymer, Carron, Murray and Howard families and his many SCSU children and
grandchildren.
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Special thanks to his dedicated team of elder caregivers: Ms. Rosa Davis, Syntasia Glover, the “Jones Girls”,
Doctor Lewis Colter and his Hospice Crew and his SCSU “Crew”. When one asked to describe himself, he
struggled to find the words; “Well, I'm a Father, I love children, I love sports, I love people, I guess that’s all.”

The service will proceed as follows: The viewing will be held on Wednesday, December 30, 2020 at Glover's
Funeral Home at 2:00pm until 7:00pm. A graveside service will be held on Thursday, December 31, 2020 at
Belleville Memorial Gardens beginning at 11:00am.Services will be streamed live on our Facebook page
Glover's Funeral Home of Orangeburg. All those attending must wear a mask and adhere to all COVID-19 rules
and regulations.
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